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COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ DETAILS: 

 

President: Ian Keay  
Mobile: 083 391 5499 

Email: ikey@global.co.za 

 

Vice President: Nick Thomas 

Mobile: 079 898 5629 

Email: nick@nickthomas.co.za 

 

Secretary: Andre Pieterse  

Mobile:  082 527 6198 

Email: ajp.com@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Carl Vlotman  

Mobile: 081 511 2324 

Email: alupanelsa@gmail.com 

 

Rides Conveners:  

Gerhard Raschen   

Mobile: 084 511 6227 

Email: gerhard@excelsiorflanges.com  

 

Alasdair Hulme 

Mobile: 079 500 6133 

Email: alasdairh@belfa.co.za 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

 

Gerhard Raschen -  11
th

 December 

Amanda Barnett – 18
th

 December 

Carol Andrews – 19
th

 December 

 

 

 

CLUB NOTICES AND 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The next meeting and social will be held at The 

River Club on Wednesday, 2
nd

 December 

2015 at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. 

 

  

mailto:alasdairh@belfa.co.za
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EVENTS CALENDAR  
 

SUNDAY 29th November 2015 
 
Departure times : 
...approximately 10:30am, but please allow for 15 min each 
way... 
 
The 2015 IMOC CT Charity Toy Run® will take place on 
Sunday 29 November from the a GRAND WEST CASINO -

 parking area and a NEW START in the South at the parking 
area of Tokai Junction Shopping Centre (-34.067215, 

18.457453) (cnr Main Rd & Tokai Rd) to end venue at William 
Herbert Sports Ground Rosmead Avenue Wynberg Ottery - 
GPS 34°00'41.9"S 18°28'51.9"E 

All normal road rules apply from the start venue and we welcome all licensed riders to 
attend the Toy Run®. (Pillions need not be licensed). We look forward to seeing all who 
would like to donate toys at the end venue William Herbert Sports Ground Rosmead 
Avenue from 12 to 4pm Sunday 29th November 2015. 

Please pass this information on to ensure all Toy Run® participants are informed of the 
change of venue. For more info please email: info@toyrun.co.za  

 

 
 
4th to 6th December 2015 LION RALLY 
 The Lions Club of Uitenhage will be hosting their 22nd Lion Rally to be 

held at Cradock Spa on the outskirts of Cradock.  Entry Fee R180.00 which 
includes cloth and metal badge as well as customary Lion Rally Mug. For 
further details contact Bokkie on 072 337 0212 / email: 
BOberholzer@go2uti.com 

 
 
 

ULYSSES CPT – EVENTS CALENDAR 2015/2016 
 

CLUB    TYPE   VENUE    DATE 

 

Bravehearts MCC  1st Day Jol      15/12/15 

Sundown MCC   Rally  Nekkies – Worcester   18 – 20/05/16 

Buffalo    Rally  Mossel Bay    20-22/05/16 

 
 

Alasdair Hulme 

 

mailto:info@toyrun.co.za
mailto:BOberholzer@go2uti.com
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SANTOS EXPRESS 5 TO 8TH 
NOVEMBER 2015 
(by Gerhard Raschen) 

 

It's Friday and excitement is flowing 
through my veins. This is the weekend 
we all been longing for. Some lucky 

people got away yesterday already and some not so lucky 
had to go by car. We are meeting at the usual petrol station 
on the N2 and discover some can't make it at all. I guess they 
are the real unlucky ones. The weather is kind this time and 
we ease into the ride through the speed restricted mountains 
starting with Sir Lowries pass. Cathy and Ian are leading the 
pack with six bikes and two cars in tow. This number 
increased by another two bikes as Amanda and Pierre meet 
up at Riviersonderend where we have a quick bite and chat 
at the Ou Mill Bakery.  
 
It turns out to get quite hot and the aircon in the car is a draw 
for Cathy to switch from two to four wheels. What a plus to 
get rid of some garments without having to repackage the 
bike. Following the N2, Heidelberg is the next stop and 
clouds are threatening fast on the horizon. Last year I 
remember we drove this following section in front of the 
weather with strong side winds. This time we follow the 
lightning bolts all the way to Mossel Bay. Apart from the 
usual cars that envy the agility and acceleration of bikes and 
therefore don't want them to pass, the ride was uneventful. 
The joy when you twist the grip and get that instant kick of 
acceleration or the adrenaline rush when you get low into the 
corners and the beautiful smells varying after each hill .... 
 Yam yam. There is nothing better than that!  It makes up a 
thousand fold when you arrive at the destination totally stiff 
and mangled by the wind.  
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The accommodation is the usual plain and clean although 
some opted this time for the more luxurious royal trailers at 
the far end of the train which had the advantage of being 
more secluded and peaceful. And, you get to have your own 
private bathroom besides other nice things. I opted for the 
peasant accommodation since it's still nice enough to put 
your head down and you know in any case that you don't 
get to spend time there except when you need to crash. Also, 
being single makes it irrelevant. If you get to the advanced 
ages you do get attached though to a certain level of comfort 
and get grumpy when people trot passed your door in the 
very early morning hours especially when you had to listen 
all night to the woodcutters sawing big lumber in the cabin 
next door leaving their doors wide open for anyone to hear. 
(The real reason was a theft and break-in on the second night 
causing a lot of commotion with police and all. The culprit 
got apprehend and the goods where recovered. Well done 
Mossel Bay police!)   I didn't know that at four thirty in the 
morning. But, as usual I am getting ahead of myself.  
 
Liz and Carl where waiting for us and with big smiles 
welcomed us with a stiff brandy and Coke which knocked 
me straight in the head because, thirsty as I was, I drank it 
way too quick. It sorted the creaky bones and stiff muscles 
out with one shot. We all got to the bar before the downpour 
started and had an awesome time while hail stones the size 
of mentos sweets where drumming on the deck. Thank 
goodness we had arrived before that!!!  The laughter and 
chatter went on deep into the night with all concerns wiped 
away.   
 
I think most of us where a little fragile the next morning but 
nevertheless everyone found something to enjoy, like 
swimming in the sea or taking the bikes for a spin around 
town. Others enjoyed some passes further out and some of 
us enjoyed fresh live oysters at the Sedgefield market.  
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Late afternoon we slowly got together again, 

sharing the excitement of the day had by all. The 

management had organized  a Braai for us and 

so the evening stretched out into the night.  

Sunday morning happened, the drama with the 

police already mentioned and since there was no 

way to get back to sleep I had a early shower, 

packed the bike and buggered off to the 24 hour 

McDonalds to get some coffee. The cupochino 

was very nice and smoothed the emotions. By 

the time I had filled the bike and got back to the 

train,  staff was organizing the breakfast.  

Amanda and Pierre left when I was in the 

shower, Carol, Ray, Liz, Carl, Michelle and 

Jonathan opted for the quicker N2 while the rest 

of us chose the R62. Weather was on the hot side 

again but everyone got home safe and sound and 

dry without any rain.  

 
Thank you all for this wonderful weekend. The 
memories will carry me through the next couple 
weeks till shutdown. If time allows, there might 
even be another ride on the cards in two weeks 
time, if of course, I don't have to work.  
 
On a serious note: we cannot have this only once 
a year. Se German wantz much more, ja? 
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Year End week-end away – 

Santos Train Mossel Bay 2015 

(by Ian Keay) 

The week end started at our regular “N2 Engen” 

meeting spot on Friday 6
th
 November and our 

convoy of “Ugly Buggers” took to the road by 

about 10:30. The ride up was incident free with the 

usual Riviersonderend and Heidelberg pit stops. 

We received a really warm welcome from the 

management and staff on our arrival – we 

obviously left a lasting impression from our 

previous years visit! We also received a ribbon tied 

bag of sweats with compliments of the committee 

and beautifully presented by Liz – thanks guys! As 

coincidence would have it, as last year we were 

also greeted by a shower of rain soon after 

unpacking and finding our way to the bar which 

quickly got the mood off to a familiar start. 

As with most ”rallies”, on the first night the mood 

soon became festive and we certainly let our hair 

down. I personally haven’t had a stomach aching 

laugh for some time as I did that night!!! As the bar 

flies began diminishing in numbers as the night went 

on, night caps were served in the Vlotman's “B suite” 

Unfortunately, by the time Alasdair and I descended 
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on the Vlotman’s  the mood had changed somewhat with water and electricity problems resulting in the clan going to bed, 

some with no light and some with no hot water. We too endured cold showers the next morning. 

Once everyone rose and met for the usual mediocre Santos breakfast, plans were made and we all split up, some in groups 

to ride, meet up with friends and family or just enjoy the relaxing time in the surrounds. 

For the Saturday night, Jonathan Pepler had negotiated with the staff at the Fork and Train, to put on a braai for us. Well 

done Jonathan!! We were fortunate with the weather, and had another great evening, albeit a little quieter than night 1! 

Final day and ride home – the pack split after breakfast, some taking the R62 route the others the N2.The R62 route was 

as beautiful as ever with Robinson Pass and spectacular Karoo. Our usual stops included Calitzdorp, Ronnie’s Sex Shop 

and Robertson.  

All home safe and before dark. 

(Photographs compliments of Andre Pieterse and Liz Vlotman) 

(Photograph – Facebook Ian Keay) 

Breakfast Run – Keay Family Olympia Greece 

During our recent oversea family holiday, we disembarked in Olympia to find a scooter and bicycle hire shop soon after 

stepping off the ship. We could not resist the temptation and decided that we should make it an official breakfast run! So 

off we went, four scooters, each 2-up making our way to the village of Olympia for coffee. The 30 km journey took a lot 

longer than expected as the landscape undulated through hills and dips, and crazy Greek drivers, all on the wrong side of 

the road! 

Had a coffee and smoke and returned to the ship in good time. 

One of those unplanned events and for me probably the most memorable part of our holiday 
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By The Motorcyclist Staff, Photography by Kevin Wing Posted February 
24, 2009 
 
Close your eyes and recall your last ride in heavy traffic. 
Imagine the vehicles surrounding you, crowding you, 
cutting you off. Imagine yourself monitoring closing 
speeds, reading street signs, noticing and anticipating 
traffic lights. Then imagine guessing what pedestrians will 
do, or how slippery that painted line might be. And those 
drivers with cell phones, newspapers or screaming kids to 
deal with...imagine trying to guess what they're going to 
do. 
 
Riding in traffic can be a nightmare, especially for street-

riding newcomers. Is it any wonder so many motorcyclists crash and burn while riding on congested 
streets? It's amazing how many different tasks motorcyclists deal with on a normal traffic-choked 
commute. Doing it successfully means processing a multitude of items at once and reacting correctly to 
each. Doing it wrong can mean road kill--the human kind. Here are 15 smart strategies for dealing with 
traffic-choked streets. 
 
Watch drivers' heads and mirrors 
 
Watching the head movements of drivers through their windows and mirrors is an excellent way to 
anticipate sudden moves. Most drivers won't lunge left or right without first moving their heads one way or 
another (even if they don't check their mirrors). 
 
Trust your mirrors, but not totally 
 
Your bike's mirrors can be lifesavers, but they don't always tell the entire story even if they're adjusted 
properly. In traffic, always buttress your mirror-generated rear view with a glance over the appropriate 
shoulder. Do it quickly and you'll add an extra measure of rear-view and blind-spot knowledge to your 
info-gathering tasks. 
 
Never get between a vehicle and an off ramp 
 
This sounds almost too simple, but drivers who decide to exit at the last minute kill plenty of riders each 
year. The simple rule, then, is to never position yourself between a vehicle and an off ramp. Passing on 
the right is generally a no-no, but in this day and age it's sometimes necessary. So if you do it, do so 
between exits or cross-streets. 
 
 
 

     15 RIDING-IN-TRAFFIC 
TIPS 
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Cover your brakes 
 
In traffic you must often react extra quickly, which means not fumbling for the brake lever or pedal. To 
minimize reach time, always keep a finger or two on the brake lever and your right toe close to the rear 
brake pedal. When that cell phone-yakking dorkus cuts across your path trying to get to the 7-Eleven for a 
burrito supreme, you’ll be ready. 
 
Be noticed 
 
Make sure drivers and pedestrians can see you, even from a distance. Ride with your high beam on 
during the day (as a courtesy, turn it off when sitting behind someone at a light), and wear brightly colored 
gear, especially your helmet and jacket. Aerostich's Hi Vis yellow suits and jackets aren't just hugely 
conspicuous, they've also become fashionable, so now you don't have an excuse. 
 
Be ready with the power 
 
In traffic, ride in a gear lower than you normally would so your bike is ready to jump forward instantly if 
asked. (Not everyone rides open-class twins, after all.) Doing so gives you the option of leaping ahead 
instead of being limited to just using the brakes when that pickup suddenly moves over. The higher revs 
might also alert more cagers to your presence. 
 
**Traffic slowing? Stay left (or right) ** 
 
When traffic slows suddenly, stay to the left or right of the car in front of you. This will give you an escape 
route if needed. It will also help keep you from becoming a hood ornament if the car behind you fails to 
stop in time. Once you've stopped, be ready--clutch in, your bike in gear and your eyes on the mirrors. 
You never know. 
 
Practice the scan 
 
Constantly scanning your entire environment while riding--from instruments to mirrors to the road ahead 
to blind spots to your left and right rear--keeps you aware and in touch with your situation, and therefore 
better able to react. Dwelling on one area too long--watching only behind or in front of you, for instance--is 
just begging for trouble. 
 
Left-turn treachery 
 
When approaching an oncoming car that's stopped and about to turn left, be ready. Your brights should 
be on so the driver can see you (during the day), but don't rely on this to save you. Watch the car's 
wheels or the driver's hands on the steering wheel; if you see movement, be ready to brake, swerve or 
accelerate, whichever seems best for the situation. 
 
**Study the surface ** 
 
Add asphalt conditions to your scan. Be on the lookout for spilled oil, antifreeze or fuel; it'll usually show 
up as shiny pavement. Also keep an eye out for gravel and/or sand, which is usually more difficult to see. 
Use your sense of smell, too; often you can smell spilled diesel fuel before your tires discover how 
slippery the stuff is. 
 
Ride in open zones 
 
Use your bike's power and maneuverability to ride in open zones in traffic. In any grouping of vehicles 
there are always some gaps; find these and ride in them. Doing so will separate you from four-wheelers, 
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give you additional room to maneuver and allow you to keep away from dangerous blind spots. And vary 
your speed. Riding along with the flow can make you invisible to other drivers, especially in heavy traffic. 
 
Use that thumb 
 
Get into the habit of canceling your turn signals often regardless of the traffic situation. A blinking signal 
might tell drivers waiting to pull into the road or turning left in front of you that you're about to turn when 
you aren't. So push that switch a few times each minute. Better to wear out the switch than eat a 
Hummer's hood, eh? 
 
It's good to be thin 
 
A huge advantage single-track vehicles have over four-wheelers is their ability to move left and right 
within a lane to enable the rider to see what's ahead. Whether you're looking to the side of the cars ahead 
or through their windshields, seeing what's coming can give you lots of extra time to react. 
 
More than one way out 
 
Yeah, motorcycles fall down. But they're also light, narrow and hugely maneuverable, so you might as 
well learn to exploit their strengths when things get ugly, right? So don't just brake hard in a hairball 
situation. There's almost always an escape route. Swerving into Mrs. Smith's front yard could be a lot 
better than center punching the Buick that turned left in front of you. Always have an escape route 
planned, and update it minute by minute. 
 
Running interference 
 
This one's easy, and we'll bet most of you already do it: Let larger vehicles run interference for you when 
negotiating intersections. If the bonehead coming toward you from the left or right is going to blow the 
light, better they hit the box van next to you, right? For the same reasons, don't lunge through an 
intersection as soon as the light turns green. Be patient, and use the vehicles next to you as cover. 
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A man and woman had been married for more than 60 years. They had 

shared everything. They had talked about everything. They had kept no 

secrets from each other except that the little old woman had a shoe box in 

the top of her closet that she had cautioned her husband never to open or 

ask her about. 

 

For all of these years, he had never thought about the box, but one day 

the little old woman got very sick and the doctor said she would not 

recover. 

In trying to sort out their affairs, the little old man took down the shoe 

box and took it to his wife's bedside. She agreed that it was time that he should know what was in the box. 

When he opened it, he found two crocheted dolls and a stack of money totaling $95,000. 

 

He asked her about the contents. 

 

'When we were to be married,' she said, ' my grandmother told me the secret of a happy marriage was to never 

argue. She told me that if I ever got angry with you, I should just keep quiet and crochet a doll.' 

The little old man was so moved; he had to fight back tears. Only two Precious dolls were in the box. She had 

only been angry with him two Times in all those years of living and loving. He almost burst with Happiness. 

'Honey,' he said, 'that explains the doll, but what about all of this money? Where did it come from?' 

'Oh,' she said, 'that's the money I made from selling the dolls.' 
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EDITOR – LIZ  

All articles and photographs are welcome ... please send them to me in JPEG/ Word format to 

email: 4ultimatesolutions@gmail.com before the 25th of the Month. 

Disclaimer.  
Note: The Editor shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawings contained in 
this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor’s nor other member(s).  If 
copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to likeminded members and is not 
for profit or gain. 

I wish Santa brings you the gift of never ending 

happiness this Christmas! 

May you and your family be blessed abundantly.  

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year! 

mailto:4ultimatesolutions@gmail.com

